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“S, H. Chapman of Philadelphia bought the original half-die from which the 
Confederacy struck its half dollar for $31 on June 27 at the Herman sale at No. 739 
Broadway. The other side of the coin was made from a die in the New Orleans 
mint in 1861. Only four impressions were made. A cancellation of the die has been 
effected by a straight file-cut across the face, to prevent its further use. Other- 
wise it is in perfect condition.” (Hoopex’s Restrikes, The Numismatisi, “pri, 


1894, p. 63) 
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Tn the Henry Chapman. Sale of November ‘V7, LF 324 
4 Lot No. 762, is a Confederate half dollar. restrike. In.the 
, a ‘description it states "Very rare and will be more so as I 
? ' sold the die to Mr. Sanford Saltus, who presented it to the 
City Museum in New Orleans." 


In the S.H. and He. Chapman Sale on July 7,, 1899, 

of the E.G.Chandlee collection, Lot 386-is described as follows: 
1861. The obverse die from which the above coins 
¢ were made is, cancelled, but a most interesting 





memento of the rebellion. The coins above referred 
to were a Confederate States cent copper restrike 
Lot 38h, and a silver restrike, Lot 385. 
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In the SH. and H. Chapman sale of November 6, 1901 
of the C. S. Wilcox collection, Lot.1089 is.a Confederate cent. 
restruck in gold; Lot 1090 is a Confederate cent restruek in 
silver. Lot 1091 is a Confederate cent restruck in copper. As 
part ‘of, the description it ‘states,.in 1091, “The originals .-% 
were in nickel and be it to the credit of Haseltine and Randall, 
they did not make any restrikes in that metal. The dies are 
now cancelled and. so damaged that no more could be struck, 
Hence the above will increase in value." 
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EXHIBIT OF THE 





ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 





ORIGINAL CONFEDERATE 


CENT 


12 original cents were 
struck in copper-nickel 
by Robert Lovett in 
Philadelphia in 1861. 





ORIGINAL CONFEDERATE 


eet HALF DOLLAR 


Only ie were coined at the 
New Orleans Mint. Three are 
known,the others being owned 
by the American Numismatic 
Society and by John J.Ford,Jr. 
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(reg Aad d bt 1962 
THE NEWMAN SPECIMEN OF THE CONFEDERATE HALF DOLLAR 


In 1879 E.B.Mason,Jr., a Philadelphia coin dealer, 
advertised for rare coins and was contacted by Dr.B.F.Taylor, 
who, in 1861, had been chief coiner of the New Orleans Minte 
Taylor had a Confederate half dollar and the Confederate re= 
verse die from which it was struck. Taylor sold them to 
Mason, who sold them to J. W. Scott for $310.00. Scott, 
assisted by his associate, David Proskey, arranged to use a 
screw press to make restrikes from the die. Through advertis- 
ing, 500 standard United States half dollars dated 1861 from 
the New Orleans mint were obtained and the reverses machined 
smooth on a lathe. In Scott's letter to purchasers of restrikes 
he states that in making the first silver restrike the die 
cracked at the edge so they banded the die to keep it from 
further cracking; that they then determined to use the die 
to strike 500 aluminum pieces with J.W.Scott's advertising 
card on the other side, as this would be less likely to damage 
the die further; that after striking the 500 aluminum pieces 
they were able to strike the 500 restrikes on the silver half 
dollars; and finally that after the 500 were completed the die 
was softened and defaced by a file cut and offered for sale by 
Scott for $50.00. Two brass splash pressings were made of the 
defaced die. The die was sold by Lyman H. Low of Scott Stamp 
& Coin to Chapman for $31.00 at the Herman sale on dune 27, 
1893, and by Chapman to Judson Brenner who had it in 1910. 


The original Taylor Confederate half dollar was ad- 
vertised for sale for $1000 in the December, 1879 Coin Col- 
lector's Journal and was sold in 1882 by Scott at auction for 
$870.00. On March 11, 1910 Thomas L. Elder allegedly sold 
the coin at auction for $3750.00 but apparently it was bid 
in on reserve. At auctionsin the next few years it was again 
retained by the owners at a reserve price. In 191) it was 
exhibited at the American Numismatic Sesciety as belonging to 
Edgar He Adams. In 1918, Proskey, having acquired both the 
coin and the damaged die, sold them to J. Sanford Saltus for 
$3,000.00. On July 30, 1918, Saltus gave the coin to the 
American Numismatic Society. Chapman had the die in 1919 
and said in his Nov. 17, 1932 Sale (Lot 762) that Saltus pre- 
sented it to the City Museum in New Orleans and Philpott 
states he saw it in a museum in Louisiana to the best of his 
recollection. The die has never been located in recent yearse 


The Newman specimen was found in circulation by Marks 
Jacobs of Rondout, New York, about 1880 when he received it in 
change at a bank. It was brought to public attention in the 
June, 1910 Numismatist due to the publicity given by Elder 
to the sale of the Taylor specimen. The Newman specimen was 
sold, apparently by Elder, to H. QO. Granberg, of Oshkosh, 
and later was acquired by Waldo Newcomer, of Baltimore. 
Newcomer's half dollar collection was sold intact to Col. 
E.H.R.Green in the 1930s and sold about 19l1 by the Green 
Estate to B.G.Johnson, of St. Louis, and subsequently sold 
to Newman. The Newman specimen is described in the January, 
1951 Numismatist. 


The following points show the Newman specimen to be 
genuine: 


1. It shows substantial wear and its weight is nevere 
theless 190-1/2 grains which is 5-1/2 grains more than any of the 
restrikes and only 1-3/h grains less than the American Numis- 
matic Society's specimen which is in proof condition. 


2. It has perfect edge milling which no restrike has 


because in making restrikes the edge was crushed against a 
smooth collar by the pressure of the screw press. 


ole 





TT as aged 


 genuines 


THE NEWMAN SPECIMEN OF THE CONFEDERATE HALF DOLLAR 
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in 1879 E.B.Mason,Jr., a Philadelphia coin dealer, 
advertised for rare coins and was contacted by Dr.B.F.Taylor, 
who, in 1861, had been chief coiner of the New Orleans Mint. 
Taylor had a Gonfederate half dollar and the Confederate re- 
verse die from which it was struck. Taylor seld them to 
Mason, who sold them to d. W, Scott for $310.00. Sectt, 
assisted by his associate, David Proskey, arranged to use a 
screw press to make restrikes from the die. Through advertis~- 
ing, 500 standard United States half dollars dated 1861 from 
the New Orleans mint were obtained and the reverses machined 
smooth on a lathe, In Seott's letter to purchasers of restrikes 
he states that in making the first silver restrike the die 
eracked at the edge so they banded the die te keep it from 
further crackings that they then determined to use the die 

to strike 500 aluminum pieces with J.W.Scott's advertising 
card on the other side, as this would be less likely to damage 
the die further; that after striking the 500 aluminum pieces 
they were able to strike the 500 restrikes on the silver half 
dollars; and finally that after the 500 were completed the die 
was softened and defaced by a file eut and offered for sale by 
Scott for $50.00. Two brass splash pressings were made of the 
defaced die. The die was sold by Lyman H. Low of Scott Stamp 
& Goin to Chapman for $31.00 at the Herman sale on June 27, 
1893, and by Ghapman to Judson Brenner who had it in 1910, 


The original Taylor Confederate half dollar was ade- 
vertised for sale for $1000 in the December, 1879 Goin Col- 
lector's Journal and was sold in 1882 by Seott at auction for 
$870.00, On March 11, 1910 Thomas L. Elder allegedly sold 
the coin at auction for $3750.00 but apparently it was bid 
in om reserve. At austionsin the next few years it was agein 
retained by the owners at a reserve price, In 191) it was 
exhibited at the American Numismatic Seciety as belonging to 
Edgar H. Adams. In 1918, Proskey, having acquired both the 
coin and the damaged die, sold them to J. Sanford Saltus for 
$3,000.00, On duly 30, 1918, Saltus gave the coin to the 
American Numismatic Society. Chapman had the die in 1919 
and said in his Nov. 17, 1932 Sale (Lot 762) that Saltus pre- 
sented it to the Gity Museum in New Orleans and Philpott 
states he saw 1% in a museum in Louisiana to the best of his 
recollection. The die has never been located in recent years. 


The Newman specimen was found in circulation by Marks 
Jacobs of Rondout, New York, about 1880 when he received it in 
shange at a bank. It was brought to public attention in the 
dune, 1910 Numismatist due to the publicity given by Elder 
to the sale of the Taylor specimen. The Newman specimen was 
sold, apparently by Elder, to H. 0. Granberg, of Oshkesh, 
and later was acquired by Waldo Newcomer, of Baltimore. 
Newcomer's half dollar collection was sold intact to Col. 
E.H.R.Green in the 1930s and sold about 19h1 by the Green 
Estate to B.G@.dJohnson, of St. Louls, and subsequently sold 
to Newman. The Newman specimen is described in the January, 
1951 Numismatist. 3 | ! 


The following points show the Newman specimen to be 


|Z. It shows substantial wear and its weight is never- 
thicless 190-1/2 grains which is $-1/2 grains more than any of the 
restrikes and only 1-3/h grains less than the American Numis- 
matie Society's specimen which is in proof condition. 
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